The International Conference on Broadband Communications for Next Generation Networks and Multimedia Applications (CoBCom) was established in 2016. It is a rather small conference, but we are proud that we could attract so many international participants and that we received the technical Co-Sponsorship of IEEE / IEEE Austria Section. On behalf of the technical and organizing committees, we are presenting a program providing a platform for scientists, industry, operators and service providers to share ideas, discuss recent advances, exchange their R&D experience, and present state-of-the-art techniques as well as future technologies. The CoBCom 2018 technical program comprises keynote talks, a general track, parallel sessions related to smart cities and multimedia services, but also a workshop on standardization and regulatory problems strongly connected to regional companies and institutions. We warmly welcome also the colleagues from the co-located ICTF 2018 Conference, focusing on "Trends in the Future Communication Technologies and Applications" (see http://ictf2018.ieice-europe.org/cfp.html) presented in a couple of parallel sessions from 11-13 July 2018 in Graz.
In the context of CoBCom 2018, keynote and invited talks are presented in form of plenary sessions. A keynote, entitled "Optical Network Softwarization: Technologies, Trends and Challenges", is given by Prof. Slavisa Aleksic, Hochschule für Telekommunikation, Leipzig, Germany. In his talk, he will discuss current trends and challenges in the areas of softwarization and virtualization of optical network infrastructure including an overview of various emerging technologies and architectures for future high-capacity, efficient and flexible optical transport networks. A further keynote on "Free-Space Optical Communications -Standardisation Issues" will be presented by Prof. Marian Marciniak from the National Institute of Telecommunications in Warsaw, Poland. In this talk, free-space optics (FSO) is considered regarding regulations and standardisation bodies for future applications. The FSO technology is compared to other communication technologies; in this respect, ITU / IEC / IEEE International Standards for FSO links University of Ljubljana in Slovenia is also acting as a keynote speaker. He is talking about the "Technologies, Trends and Challenges in Multimedia Content Consumption". In his speech, he addresses the trends, challenges and opportunities in the multimedia content domain by taking into account the aspects of new content formats from the technological and user experience perspective. An additional keynote (related to the ICTF 2018) on "Expectation to Smart ICT Society by Accelerating Research and Educational Activities in Universities and Enterprises" by Prof. Iwao Sasase, Keio University, Yokohama, Japan, considers a smart ICT society from the service/application point of view by concentration on 5G v mobile communications and IoT scenarios. Prof. Sasase will also report about his personal view of how to combine efficiently research and educational activities at universities and enterprises to improve a smart ICT society.
We are very grateful to our colleagues from Poznan University of Technology who decided to colocate the ICTF 2018 conference with our CoBCom 2018 activity. The TPC of ICTF 2018, chaired by Prof. Mariusz Glabowski, selected 20 papers (including 4 invited talks) to be given in form of parallel sessions. In the framework of an Industrial Workshop on "Future Broadband Communications -Innovations on High Data Rates Focused on Green and Smart Technologies", regional companies and national as well as local institutions present their innovative contributions within the broadband communications area. The ICTF 2018 Congress and the Industrial Workshop are a highly appreciated extension to our CoBCom, so that we are able to welcome around 100 participants here in Graz. The collaboration with the ICTF 2018 Congress and the Industrial Workshop guarantees the survival of a small conference like the CoBCom 2018. The General Track of CoBCom 2018 comprises 6 sessions with 22 papers to be presented, which have been selected from 33 submissions using the EDAS system. Each paper was evaluated by at least two independent reviewers with respect to their technical content, novelty, originality and presentation. All the 22 accepted contributions will be published via IEEE Xplore in case they are presented at the conference. In contrast to papers submitted for the CoBCom, the 10 contributions for the Industrial Workshop are based on abstracts only.
Our sincere thanks go to the people whose cooperation and help made this conference possible, in particular the members of the Organizing and Technical Program Committees, but also to people responsible for local support, to all the authors submitting their work to CoBCom 2018 and, last but not least, the reviewers for their time and effort spent in this context. The technical co-sponsorship of the IEEE Austria Chapter is very much appreciated and hereby acknowledged. Special thanks go to the conference patrons: CST (Computer Simulation Technology GmbH, Germany), X-Test (Distributor of Keysight Technologies in Austria), SPINNER Austria GmbH, Glyn GmBH, Infineon Austria and WK-Steiermark. We are also very grateful for the support and warm hospitality extended to the conference participants by the Province of Styria and the City of Graz.
Finally, we wish all the participants a rewarding meeting, exciting presentations, fruitful discussions, a nice working atmosphere, and that they enjoy the social program!
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